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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)
17 goals, 169 targets, and several indicators per target

Context 



https://www.ipbes.net/

25%: average proportion of species threatened with extinction across terrestrial, freshwater and 
marine species that have been studied in sufficient detail

>33%: world’s land surface (and +/-75% of freshwater resources) 
devoted to crop or livestock production

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)

<1%: total land used for mining, but the industry has significant negative impacts on biodiversity, water quality and human health

40%: of the global population lacks access to clean and safe drinking water

>80%: global wastewater discharged untreated into the environment



Prevent, halt and reverse the degradation of ecosystems worldwide

Rural populations , and especially communities and  peoples, have 
long been the custodians of ecosystems. Securing their rights and 
building on their knowledge is critical for the success of restoration 
and for protecting a large portion of the world’s biodiversity.

The Ecosystem Restoration in the decade guideline stated, “assisting
in the recovery of ecosystems that have been degraded or destroyed,
as well as conserving the ecosystems that are still intact”.

All kinds of ecosystems can be restored, including forests, drylands,
savannah, woodlands, heathlands, montane environments, farmlands,
cities, wetlands and oceans.



Source UNDP





https://uk-ioc.org/un-decade-ocean-science-sustainable-development-2021-2030

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/ocean-science-and-observations-focus-executive-council



https://www.usp.ac.fj/wansolwaranews/news/pacific-leaders-declare-climate-emergency-calls-on-
world-to-take-urgent-action/

No single definition, but say they want to be carbon-
neutral by 2030.
Disaster Risk Reduction in the extended mandate







Toward a global policy platform for SIDS and 
sustainable development 

The third International Conference on SIDS in
Samoa (2014) agreed on the SAMOA (Small Island
Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action)
Pathway –. providing a base frame for 300 multi-
stakeholders partnerships to support SIDS. The
inter-governmental SIDS Partnership Framework
was created to monitor progress and stimulate new
partnerships for the sustainable development of
SIDS. In 2019 the UN General Assembly hosted a
high-level event to review the progress of SAMOA
Pathway activities

Addressing Water and Climate Crises in Tandem: A  smart strategy (Ten-Point Agenda) is 
proposed as a guideline to transform the theory on water security into effective action



Specific combinations of material stocks and flows, which are 
used, consumed, and/or controlled by humans for their 
purposes, contribute to the system's proliferation of risk.

In the Pacific region as in many SIDS limited land areas 
severely restrict surface water storage and water availability
highest risk and increased island destabilization by 2050 due to 
water stress that will cascade into food, infrastructure, and 
economic insecurity (Duvat et al 2021)





https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO2211/S00076/pacific-islanders-present-historic-declaration-to-leaders-at-cop27.htm

https://350.org/kioa-declaration/

1.Greater action on mitigation, to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to align to 1.5 degrees C  temperature goal, to 
ensure the survival of SIDS
2.Urgent action on adaptation including financing and support 
for community-led initiatives.
3.Urgent progress on the issue of Loss & Damage (L&D)
4.Ensure the just, dignified, and safe movement of people, in 
the context of climate change
5.Guaranteed access to finance, and the creation of more 

equitable finance arrangements– to be an inclusive 
process.
6.Ocean policies that are compatible with the climate goals
7.Achieve inter-generational equity, ensuring we leave a better 
world for our descendants, by cancelling climate debt and a 
commitment to a debt-free future.



Photo courtesy: Sanae Okamoto (UNU MERIT) : Fiji, climate activist Lavetanalagi Seru’s (regional policy 
coordinator with the Pacific Islands Climate Action) says  it has 
cost an average of $1 million to relocate communities because 
of sea level rise. Moving away from ancestral lands is not an 
easy decision, but climate change is having irreversible 
impacts on the islands
“Climate change is threatening the very social fabrics of our 
Pacific communities,” Seru said. “This is why these funds are 
required. This is a matter of justice for many of the small island 
developing states and countries such as those in the Pacific.”


