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A decade of work on water governance
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A selection of lessons learned from 15+ years of

OECD work on water

* Water crises are often primarily
water governance crises

* Water has strong links with climate
adaptation as well as other policies
(e.g. agriculture, land use, energy)

* Arisk-based and reactive rather than
a resilient and proactive approach to
managing water risks prevails
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Cities and Regions for a Blue Economy

Towards a Resilient, Inclusive, Sustainable and Circular (RISC-proof) blue economy in cities and regions

What is the issue?

The blue economy is a driver for urban and regional
development, especially in coastal, delta, fluvial and
lacustrine cities that rely on marine and freshwater
resources. Howewer, coastal and inland cities are
increasingly exposed to the risks of too much,
too little and too polluted water, threating economic
activities, human health and ecosystems. Recognising that
econamic resilience requires water resilience, the Cities
for a Blue Economy project seeks to help cities develop a
Resilient, Inclusive, Sustainable and Circular (RISC-proof)
approach to the blue economy
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Why cities, regions and basins?

»

v

Blue economic activities (e.g. tourism, fishing, and
marine biotechnology research} take place, create
value and provide employment at the local level
Water infrastructure investments at local level,
responding to water-related risks, directly affect
the ability of cities to carry out blue economic
activities (e.g. nature-based solutions can limit
urban flooding and allow groundwater
restoration).

Core city competences such as land use, spatial
planning and waste management greatly affect
the level of water security and quality, which, in
turn, affects the blue economy.

A RISC-proof approach to the blue
economy in cities, regions and
basins
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RESILIENT
to shocks and risks
exacerbated by climate change

INCLUSIVE

by providing opportunities and
protecting the most vulnerable
from water-related risks

SUSTAINABLE
environmentally, preserving
natural ecosystems

CIRCULAR

to limit GHG emissions and
resource extraction by closing
material loops, to tackle
pollution and to recover
resources from wastewater
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Climate-proof blue economies should be RISC-proof
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What to do? The Principles as success factors

OECD Studies on Water
Applying the OECD Principles
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Any questions?
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