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OECD Water Governance Initiative (WGI)
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A decade of work on water governance

Standards Benchmarks and thematic analyses

Water Policy Dialogues

OECD (2015), OECD Principles on Water Governance, oe.cd/48w 
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A selection of lessons learned from 15+ years of 
OECD work on water 

oe.cd/4vs

• Water crises are often primarily 

water governance crises

• Water has strong links with climate 

adaptation as well as other policies 

(e.g. agriculture, land use, energy)

• A risk-based and reactive rather than 

a resilient and proactive approach to 

managing water risks prevails 
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Climate-proof blue economies should be RISC-proof 
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OECD (2015), OECD Principles on Water Governance, oe.cd/48w

What to do? The Principles as success factors 

OECD (2022), How To Assess Water Governance, oe.cd/howto
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