
Water Related Spirituality of 
Adaptation

What do we mean?



RIVER OF LIFE

Aftermath of Typhoon Ketsana (Ondoy)  2009, Photos from Wikimedia Commons 



During onslaught of typhoon Ketsana (Ondoy), 
2009 Photo:  Wikimedia Commons 



Marikina Riverbanks and Urban Bliss Community after Ketsana, 2009 from Wikimedia Commons 



Source: Ernie Taeza, 2020  San Andres, Cantanduanes, Bicol Region, 
November 6, 2020

Typhoon Goni (Rolly)





THOMAS BERRY’S TEN PRINCIPLES OF JURISPRUDENCE

 “The Frog Does Not Drink Up the Pond in Which it Lives.”
Native American proverb



Principle #5
Every component of the Earth 
community has three rights: 
the right to be, 
the right to habitat, and 
the right to fulfil its role in the 
ever-renewing processes of the Earth 
community.



Principle # 9 

These rights as presented here are based on the intrinsic relations that the 
various components of Earth have to each other. The planet Earth is a 
single community bound together with interdependent relationships. No 
living being nourishes itself. Each component of the Earth community is 
immediately or mediately dependent on every other member of the community 
for the nourishment and assistance it needs for its own survival. This mutual 
nourishment, which includes the predator-prey relationship, is integral with the 
role that each component of the Earth has within the comprehensive 
community of existence.
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